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Th�nk�ng the C�ty 
Through Rural Knowledge: 

As c�t�es grow, they not only transform the land, but also reshape the
ecolog�cal, cultural, and product�ve relat�onsh�ps embedded w�th�n �t.
Th�s transformat�on deeply affects a w�de array of commons — from
food access and collect�ve memory to seeds and water. Based on
years of f�eld exper�ence, th�s contr�but�on explores the potent�al of
agroecolog�cal pr�nc�ples as a foundat�on for alternat�ve ways of
th�nk�ng and act�ng w�th�n urban space.
 
Agroecology, when approached not merely as a product�on model
but as a system of knowledge, a network of sol�dar�ty, and a cultural-
pol�t�cal stance, offers a more mean�ngful relat�onsh�p w�th the urban.
W�th�n th�s context, I have had the opportun�ty to observe and
engage �n pract�ces where rural knowledge and commun�ty-based
product�on models were �ntegrated �nto urban l�fe. These �nclude
commun�ty gardens, local seed exchanges, educat�onal gardens, and
seasonal workshops w�th ch�ldren — all of wh�ch foster
�ntergenerat�onal knowledge transm�ss�on and ecolog�cal awareness.
 
These exper�ences demonstrated that the pr�nc�ple of d�álogo de
saberes (d�alogue between knowledge systems) �s not only a
theoret�cal call but also a transformat�ve tool �n pract�ce. The com�ng
together of �nd�v�duals w�th d�fferent ages, backgrounds, and sk�lls �n
shared product�on spaces enabled a redef�n�t�on of the commons and
a sh�ft �n how learn�ng and produc�ng take place �n c�t�es. Moreover,
these part�c�patory pract�ces encouraged hor�zontal, plural�st�c
knowledge product�on outs�de the formal structures of urban
plann�ng.
 
Th�s research approaches the relat�onsh�p between agroecology and
urban�sm as a space of cultural convergence w�th transformat�ve
potent�al for urban contexts. It a�ms to explore how agroecolog�cal
pr�nc�ples, when appl�ed �n urban sett�ngs, can support not only food
product�on but also spat�al just�ce, part�c�patory learn�ng, and a
culture of common�ng. Grounded �n d�rect observat�on, hands-on
exper�ence, and tac�t knowledge der�ved from grassroots act�v�sm,
th�s study also seeks to contr�bute to ongo�ng debates on the
transformat�on of pedagogy, des�gn, and soc�al pract�ces- through an
appl�ed lens at the �ntersect�on of agroecology and urban�sm.
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