
PoCa
Post-Carbone
Postgraduate course 
in partnership with the École des Ponts
ParisTech

Poca Post-Carbone is a twelve-month training 
course for a multidisciplinary audience. 
PoCa is intended for all who are concerned 
about the impact of environmental crises
on architecture, cities and spatial planning. 
 
PoCa is directed by Jean-François Blassel, 
Julien Choppin and Raphaël Ménard,  
architects and engineers. 

Where does the program take place?
At the School of Architecture of the City and Regions Paris-East on the campus
of the Gustave Eiffel University, located directly on the RER A metro line.  
Some courses or conferences may take place at École des Ponts et Chaussées 
and partner institutions nearby on campus. 

How much does it cost? 
PoCa is a tuition-based course, for a fee of 4,400 euros for a year. 

Who can apply ?
French or foreign applicants holding a Master’s degree, or equivalent diploma
in the fields of design and construction of buildings, cities and regions (architects, 
engineers, town planners, landscape designers, geographers, designers, 
political scientists...). 

How long ?
For the first six months, PoCa requires full-time attendance. 
During the second half of the program, dedicated to a personal research project, 
a professional activity compatible with the research theme is encouraged. 

How to apply ?
Sign-up on the school’s website at :
www.paris-est.archi.fr/formations/post-master/dpea-post-carbone
Applicants will be selected upon examination of a portofolio of meaningful work 
and a letter of intent. An interview, possibly via videoconferencing, might be 
requested. 

When is the deadline for applying ?
18th May 2020

Questions ? 
Patricia Coudert
+33 (0)1 60 95 84 28
patricia.coudert@paris-est.archi.fr

École d’architecture 
de la ville & des territoires
Paris-Est

Site de l’école Cahiers du PoCa

https://www.facebook.com/postcarbone.dpea


Climate change, dwindling fossil fuels, growing 
material scarcity, sixth extinction, these four 
revolutions are shaking up the theories and practice 
of architecture, design, urbanism and landscape 
design. In light of these radical crises, Poca 
Post-Carbon provides you with the knowledge, 
methods and tools to interpret and act.  

PoCa, a postgraduate course, questions in an 
interdisciplinary way the interactions between climate, 
geography, uses, materials, energy, human as well as 
non-human life and knowledge that redefine the 
conditions of production of buildings and cities, 
and regional planning. 

This prospective and exploratory postgraduate course 
combines architecture and technical studies, 
in particular through theoretical teaching in partnership 
with the famous engineering school, the École des Ponts 
et Chaussées. It is structured in two semesters. 
The first one combines theoretical courses with practical 
project work.

Firstly, the theoretical courses are organized around the 
four founding themes of PoCa: energy, climate, materials 
and life, developed in their technical and societal 
aspects. 

Secondly, responding to real commissions, the students 
are engaged in real-life analyses and prospective studies. 
The architectural, urban or landscape projects are thus 
anchored in the reality of the needs and actual surveys 
of the different stakeholders in territorial planning,
the city and the building industry.   
 
The second semester is devoted to personal research 
which enables each student to deepen his or her 
knowledge of a subject in a professional setting while 
benefiting from the supervision of the school’s tutors.   

PoCa’s graduates join a wide variety of companies: 
architectural studios or engineering offices, research 
laboratories or institutes, NGOs, developers and building 
owners, public authorities. After their training, these 
graduates form a real network of mutual assistance and 
information exchange.  

Methods and assets  

Transcalarity and transdisciplinarity
Understanding the nesting of ecological 
scales, questioning the physical footprint 
of the architectural project , the diversity 
of disciplines and the interaction 
of scales.  

Knowledge, research and project
Immediately apply knowledge through 
hands-on studies, to deepen and 
develop a core culture, the foundation 
for a renewed architecture. 

Retrospective and prospective
Analyse major developments in progress, 
develop a retrospective and historical 
vision, build a personal intellectual 
resilience suited to the variability 
and the volatility of possible futures. 

Quantitative and qualitative
Put the technical tools of architecture
at the disposal of the training, promote 
the acquisition of a sound ecological 
and scientific base, develop a feel for the 
« modulor « of environmental issues. 

Tools and representations
Invent and devise new graphic tools to 
display spatialized flows, maps of energy 
harvest and material loops, systemic 
connections between man-made
and natural environment, etc. 

Learning and transmission
Learn to know, plan and build in the 
current environmental crisis. Transmit 
and propagate this knowledge, develop 
jointly a critical look at today’s «green» 
architectural production. 

International perspectives
Understand the links between environ-
mental issues and architectural, urban 
and territorial design in all latitudes and 
regions. Be aware of the latest scientific 
discoveries and new ways of action. 

Comfort and energy
School of architecture 
as a tool for teaching 
the ecological transition

Underground stations 
and urban spaces: 
An Architectural 
and Energy-focused 
Approach

Examples of past studies undertaken through the PoCa program

Saint-Laurent du Maroni. 
Searching for a Flexible 
Development Model for a 
Tropical European City

Kourou, Future 
Amazonian “Space 
Village”. Seeking Urban 
and Regional Coherence

Re-inventing Urban 
Squares: la Place des 
fêtes and Place Gambetta

Diogène 3.0


